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have not requested length of days and have not requested riches and
have not requested the life of your enemies, but you have requested
understanding, to comprehend justicebehold, I have acted in accordance
with your words; behold, I have given you a wise and understanding
heart, such that there has never been anyone like you before, nor will
anyone like you ever arise. Furthermore, even that which you did not
request I have granted youeven riches and honorall your days, such that

My ways, observing My decrees and commandments, 2
David walked, I will prolong your days.

your father

Even though he was the wisest of all human beings, everything that
King Solomon said and wrote was a product of divine inspiration. Through
his edifying writings, he enables us to understand how to conduct the
minutia¢ of our everyday lives, while constantly maintaining our faith in
God who surrounds us with His mercy.

In light of the supreme importance of the spiritual aspect of this
book, the sages of the holy community of Aram-Tzova/Haleb decided to
translate it into Arabic, the vernacular language understood by all: men,
women and children. Working to preserve the magmﬁccm past of the holy
community of Aram-Tzova/Haleb, we continue in our important project of
publishing the scrolls, with this as the fifth in our series.

As previously, I emphasize that this project is carried out with the
generous assistance of my dearly beloved friends, Jack and Rachel Gindi of
Los Angeles, who stand at my side in this blessed work. I also commend
them for their support of the Aleppo Heritage Center. The Center has

the of and preserving the heritage of
the holy community of Aram Tzova-Haleb, for the benefit of the coming
generations. In this, the Center strives to nurture our community's important
contribution to the history of the Jewish people. May Hashem grant the
Gindi's their reward in vigorous health, and long and happy lives. Amen.

Awaiting G-d's redemption,
Menahem Yedid Halevy




""Hear, my child, the discipline of your father, and do not
forsake the teaching of your mother" (Prov. 1:8)

"The wisest of all men"this is the traditional description applied to
King Solomon. The Holy One, blessed be He, granted him wisdom
exceeding that of all others in the generations both before and after him.

The book of I Kings (10:23) recounts: "King Solomon became
greater than all the kings of the land in wealth and in wisdom." The next
verse adds, "And the whole world wanted to see Solomon to hear his
wisdom, which God had put in his heart."

In composing the book of Proverbs, King Solomon endowed us with
a treasury of wisdom that teaches proper behavior and conduct in the
myriad facets of everyday life. In clear and succinct language, Proverbs
delineates the best path for us to follow, and warns of the detrimental and
harmful paths we should avoid.

Among the countless topics King Solomon illuminates for us in this
book, T would like to highlight the proper respect a man should show
toward his life's partner: "The wise among women, cach builds her house”
(14:1). In this verse, King Solomon teaches us of the crucial importance of
the woman's contribution to ing family unity, ing the
children's education, and preserving the Jewish character of the home. For
this reason, King Solomon dedicates all of chapter 31 of this book to
praising the woman's honor: "A woman of valor, who can find."

InTKings 3, we read:

In Gibeon, Hashem appeared to Solomon in a dream of the night. God
said to him, "Request what I should give to you."

Solomon said, "You have done a great kindness with Your servant,
David my father, because he walked before You with truth and justice
and with uprightness of heart with You; and You have preserved for him
this great kindness and have granted him a son who sits on his throne
this very day. And now, Hashem, my God, You have crowned Your
servant in place of David my father, but I am a young la
how o go out and come in. Your servant is in the midst of Your people
whom You have chosen, a large nation that can neither be counted nor
numbered because of its abundance. May You grant Your servant an
understanding heart, to judge Your people, to distinguish between good
and evil; for who can judge this formidable people of Yours?"

It was good in the eyes of the Lord that Solomon had requested this
thing. God said to him, "Because you have requested this thing, and you
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