FROM THE DESK OF...
ITZHAK NAVON

"I have a lot of respect
for Halab Jewry..."

"He who doesn't respect his fathers
heritage, will cause his sons not to
respect  his own heritage.
Becoming a nation does not mean
effacing our fathers heritage;
rather, every heritage of every
community and tribe should be
given prominence, all of them
mergi to a harmonious body
To what can this be compared? To
a beautiful garden. Why should
this garden contain only a single
beautiful rose? Let there be
roses and carnations and gladiolas,
all of them creating a splendid
garden.
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Regrettably, people know very
little about their heritage. A
community such Aleppo Jewry,
whose history goes back at least a
thousand years, is certainly entitled
to having at least one real,
comprehensive book written about
it...
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T spent some etfort tryng to
located the missing pages of Keter
Aram Zova. (Aleppo Codex). This
is a detective puzzle which
hopefully someday we will be able
to solve and discover where the
missing pages have disappeared
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I returned last week from a mission
to Central America for Keren
Hayesod... and met several
Aleppian Jewish communities
What is most characteristic of these
communities is the fact that they
have no mixed marria |
have preserved their tra
though not all of them a
acquainted with their h

From a speech by Itzhak Navon,
Fifth President of Israel at the
function held by Aleppo heritage
Centre in memory of the late A.
Cohen-Tawil at the Sheraton
Hotel, Tel Aviv on 13.12.93.
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The Aleppo community has been
blessed with the ability to receive
in its midst the Spanish exiles and
the Francos, and to absorb these
waves of immigration... Thus, a
community was created having
three principal characteristics - a
combination of knowlege and
faith. Because the more you know
and study the world, the more you
become a believer. A combination
- not contradiction. The second
characteristic: taking the middle,
not the extreme way. And the third
characteristic is respecting your

uage, tradition. 1 wish
those kmown as

that all
"Sephardics” would adopt the way
of the "Halabis"
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