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The Jews of Calcutta — the living tradition

& project by Norman Track

The Jews of Calcutta have an intcrsting

history spanning almost 200 years. This
Scphardi community stems mainly from
the 19th century diaspora of Baghdadi
Jews. Today, the aging Jewish population
of Calcutta numbers around 100; if the
present trend continues, in less than 20
years they will be but a memary.

Four hooks have been writien about the
Jews of Calcutta (Origin and Hisrory of the
Culcutta Jews. 1S, Abraham, 1969, rhr
Jews of Caleunta, F. 5. Coope
1974, On e Banks of e (mngu T.hr
Sajourn of Jews in Calcutia, Muslcah,
1975 Turning Back the Pages- A Chronicle

of Calcuna Jewry, E.D. Ezra, 1986), All
are authored by members of the commun-
ity and deul chicfly with the averall history
‘of the community, specific familics, people
llll| personal reminiscences. An important

wrm was the religious and sccular life of
the Baghdadi Jews, how was this tempered
during their time in Calcutta and what of
this has travelled 1o the present day com-

<t ol the present project.
. this project will provid

understanding of traditi
wows (circum
bar mitavah: engagem

and sceular (superstition. food) practices
compared to Ashkenazi. None of the
publications about the Calcutta Jews has
systematically explored these topics.
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During three visits to Calcutta (1988,
1989), | interviewed and photographed o
numbcr of the resident Jewish population
as well as photographing the three syna-
Rogucs. an assortment of religious objects,
the two cemeteries, and a funeral. Tn
London and Lox Angeles. 1 also inter-
viewed a number of Jews from Calcutta
and Baghdad
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During a recent visit to Caleutta, | had
the appartunity 1o meet General 1. Jacob
The peneral produced a Hebrew ook
outlining superstitious beliefs that his preat
prandmother had brought from Haghdad
|l Al superstition played  an
in the daily lives of the
W Calewtta Jews. In Los Ang-
cles. Rabbi len Zig nd his colle
are studying portions of this book
photographed 1o determine its histe
relevance

With this new compi
mon and unique pr.
and Caicutta religious and secular hve
will be possible 1o establish which of th
Sl survive in the contemporary co
ties of Caleutta Jews i London,
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tion of both com-
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Angeles, and Sydney In order 1o
this o
ence, | propose

1selectin

Pants from Article by Norman
Track, entitled The Jews of Calcutta - The
Living Tradition.
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