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Dear Friends,

The source of our pride stems from the fact that the Halab community has been blessed with precious families and
Gaonic Rabbis who struck their roots in Eretz-Israel, founded Tora centers, synagogues, Yeshivas, philanthropic and
charitable institutions - as befits Halab Jewry and their heritage.

Obviously, along with all the other country's residents who had returned to Zion, we took an active part in building the
State - in every walk of life. I am gratified to say that we were active in working and struggling for our right to exist in
this land throughout the generations.

You are well aware of the fact that, throughout the generations, since we were exiled from our country and drew away
from our land, our forefathers prayed for Jerusalem, and during the long years of exile at the end of the 18th Century
and early 19th Century, the Jews began to immigrate to Israel.

The great yearning and longing for Zion and Jerusalem did not skip over the Jews of Halab, and we witnessed a mass
immigration to Zion some 150 years ago. This included the Gaonic Rabbis from the following families:
Alfie, Adas, Entebi, Silura, Laniado, Yedid Halevy, Attie, Harrari, Douek, Rafoul, Lopez, Shrem, Shammaa, Fattal,
Pigotto, Farhi and others.

The sages of Halab who arrived in Jerusalem, gave Tora lessons and implanted the customs of Halab Jewry and its
heritage. In particular, it is worth noting that they implanted the Shirat Habakashot which gradually began to spread
throughout and outsdie Eretz Israel, and during the days of Elul, the sounds of the Slihoth echoed in the whole region.
1 am turning to you, with a plea from a loving heart and out of concern that God forbid we should miss the train and
omit a significant part of the glorious past of Halab Jewry in the pages of history - and in the history of the Jewish
nation - to please lend a hand and assist us in fulfilling our duty to preserve our rich heritage, as befits the memory and
deeds of our holy fathers. Together, we shall preserve the good name of Halab Jewry, whose excellent heritage is felt
throughout the entire world and in the State of Israel - particularly Jerusalem.

Cordially yours,
Menachem Yedid
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