University, former adviser to the Education Minister,
owner of "El Mashreq” publishing house, and a
distinguished member of the Arab population in Isracl,
described Shamosh's literary characteristics which
Iyrically and gracefully reproduce life in Halab. He
praised the style introduced by Shamosh in his
anthology of poems entitled "Sephardic Diwan®, in
which the impact of hoth classic Arab poetry as well as
Jewish poets of the "Golden Period” in Spain is
evident.

"L am happy that this conference is taking |
hometown, Shfaram, where there are Moslem
mosques, an ancient Jewish sy gue, a Christian
church and a Druze prayer-house...” - apparently a hint
at the tolerance, and humane approach which Shamosh
depicts in his characters.

e in my

Poet Samih El-Kassem, one of the leading Arab poets
living in Israel, adequately expressed Shamosh's
attitude, saying "I respect my friend, the writer Amnon
Shamosh, because his stories depict Jews and Arabs
alkke as people. This human approach fosters
uiderstanding between the

tions, despite the wugh
conflict which separates them”.

Amnon Shamosh concluded by saying that he hoped
he would have the privilege, when the time comes, o
sit together with Dr. Abassi in the company of writers
in Halab, chat with Syrian res
as he already had the opportu
Book Fair.

It is worth mentioning that three of Shamosh's books
have already been translated into Arabic and published
by "El-Mashreq™: "Michel Ezra Safra and his Sons":
"The Mountain of the Marano” and "Wheels of the
World".

fers and sign his books -
y of doing at the Cairo
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Wriler Amnon Shamesh (from left), next 1o him the writer and
publisher Dr, Mahmud Abassi, and poct Samih AlKassem.
Photographer: Shimuel Hopart

Seminar and "Ten Commandments"
Evening in Haifa

As customary every year on Saturday, durin
reading of the "Yitro"™ portion of the Bible. a folklore
study seminar was held on the weekend of 5-6/2/99 at
the "Nof" Hotel in Haifa. Over 250 members attended.
The seminar was opened by Adv. Abraham Halleli,
management member and chairman of the Haifa
Branch, and Shaul Levi. management member and
chairman of the Events Committee. Prof. Itzhak
Avishur, Head of the Department of Hebrew
Linguistics at Haifa University, lectured on popular
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