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The Syrian Jews’ short-lived exodus

MICHAEL WIDLANSKI

R several months last
Fﬁar an important commu-
nity of Jews began to leave a

land of dictan

‘misfor-
tune. Then they suddenly
stopped.

The Bush-Baker team, facing
an election, had enough problems
without tiuesums about Syria-
coddling. mayhavebunamm
cidence, but less than six weeks
after secretary Baker faced tough
questions on Syrian narco-terror
ism, Syna began issuing visas ou

Jew:

L!ner. Bush administration offi+
cials warned several key Jewist'
leaders and several senators that
focusing on Syrian drugs might en-

danger the surreptitious exodus of  Gorl

Syrian Jews. The hearings were
put off for a few weeks, then put
off again until the end of the sum-
mer when there was a new govern-
ment in Israel which took a much

more conciliatory tone towards
Syria.
Syni hardened its b
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position, and Hizbullah attacks
from Symn-cunnulled Lebanon
increased.

Sndd=nly, in October, the issu-
ance of visas to Syrian Jews pe-
tered out. Syria denied any
switch. It was only after mc No+
vember election, and the Bush de-
feat, that it becam: clear that Syr+
ia had changed its approach to
Jewish emigration,

There is little doubt that a series
of factors helped convince Assad
to allow Jews to leave, beginning
with Assad's trip ta visit Mikhail
ev in Moscow in April
1989.

During that visit, Gorbachev
told Assad it was only a question
of time before the Sowiets re-
sumed diplomatic ties with Israel.

23

Zionist Movement.
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Reich: Syrian Jews are being

held hostage to the peace process

SYRIA'S Jewish community is be-
ing used as leverage in the pe:
negot:auons by Syrian Preudent
Hafez Assad, charged Seymour
Reich, president of A

SUE FISHKOFF
NEW YORK

“They're holding Syrian Jews

hostage to the peace process and
to their desire to get off the US
State Department's terrorist list,"
charged Reich, whois also chair of
the Task Force on Syrian Jewry of
ihe Cenference of Presidents of
Major  American Jewish
Organizations.




